
ALASKA'S NEWSPAPER  Welcome cgwinter | account | e-mail news | log out | help alaska.com 

Subscribe | manage subscription | E-Edition 

Anchorage Daily News
Orca chomps angler's 
king salmon 

Fisherman forced to share 

catch. Warning: Graphic 
language.  

59° 74° | 55 ° 

forecast | statewide 

Daylight : 5:03 a.m. - 11:07 p.m.   

Search in  for    All find » Last Update: July 20, 2007 12:16 PM  

 
Home | Alaska Newsreader | Obituaries | Archives Movies | Music | Restaurants | Submit an Event

 

Federal court halts Shell 
drilling plans in Arctic  
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A federal appeals court has blocked Shell's aggressive oil 

exploration plans for the Beaufort and Chukchi seas, ordering 

all activity stopped until a hearing on Aug. 14.  

The order from the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals came on petitions 

from the North Slope Borough and Native and environmental groups. 

The groups say federal officials should have allowed a more thorough 

public evaluation of the potential impact on the environment and the 

North Slope's indigenous people before allowing any drilling. They 

contend that Shell’s activities could harm Native subsistence food 

gathering. 

Shell has scheduled drilling as well as seismic tests of the undersea geology this summer. It has 

mobilized the Kulluk drilling platform and the Frontier Discoverer drilling vessel for the drilling at 

the Sivulliq prospect in Camden Bay, near the coast of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. 

In all, Shell plans to use 16 vessels this summer. Besides drilling and the seismic tests, the oil 

giant plans geotechnical boring to test seafloor soil conditions. 

The U.S. Mineral Management Service's environmental assessment determined the proposed 

exploration "would not significantly affect the quality of the human environment." 

Besides the North Slope Borough, the groups appealing include Resisting Environmental 

Destruction on Indigenous Lands, a network of indigenous organizations; the Center for Biological 

Diversity; and the Alaska Wilderness League. 

The appeals court, in its order Thursday, said, “Vessels currently located in the Beaufort and 

Chukchi seas shall cease all operations performed in furtherance of that program but need not 

depart the area.” 

Return to adn.com for updates to this story, and see tomorrow's print edition of the Daily News 

for full coverage.  
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