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Breaking News »

ODOT agrees to improve treatment of polluted
rain runoff from Oregon highways
By Scott Learn, The Oregonian

September 24, 2009, 6:17PM

Spurred by a lawsuit threat, the Oregon Department of Transportation has
agreed to upgrade how it handles polluted runoff from the state's highways,
including spending $10 million over the next five years on roadside wetlands
and swales to treat stormwater.

The agency will also monitor for an extensive suite of pollutants, including
heavy metals, industrial contaminants and herbicides that ODOT sprays to
keep roadside weeds in check.

And it will report on spills of hazardous waste on roadways, target projects to
the most environmentally sensitive areas and take its first inventory of
stormwater pipes that often send rainwater from highways directly into creeks.

Those steps are outlined in a settlement agreement ODOTsettlement.txt
ODOT reached with the Northwest Environmental Defense Center, which
had threatened to sue the agency under the federal Clean Water Act.

Mark Riskedahl, the center's executive director, said he was pleased that ODOT
and Oregon's Department of Justice opted not to go the route of California,
which tried to fight a similar suit and ended up shelling out $1.6 million in
attorney's fees and making improvements anyway.

The center decided to pursue ODOT after reviewing the agency's stormwater
permits, issued by the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality. Those
records indicated the permits were weak and ODOT was stonewalling
environmental regulators' requirements in some cases, Riskedahl said.

The center is also pushing cities to upgrade how they deal with roadway
stormwater. Low-tech wetlands and swales can capture the runoff, Riskedahl
said, then allow it to seep slowly into the soil, removing pollutants along the
way.

In a statement, Hal Gard, ODOT's environmental section manager, said the
settlement's terms "reflect a real commitment by ODOT to reduce stormwater
pollution and to meet our obligations under federal law."

Scott Learn: scottlearn@news.oregonian.com

 
 

Fly With Alaska Air
Book Your Flight Direct & Get Our Lowest Price - Guaranteed!
www.alaskaair.com

AARP Auto - Official Site
Over 50? Save $402 On Auto Insurance. Start Saving! Free Quotes Now!
aarp.thehartford.com

The "SMOKELESS" Cigarette
No Secondhand Smoke! No Tar! A Truly Better Way To Smoke!
E-CigaretteInfo.Net

Previous story: Survey shows strong support for Metro's tight growth
policies

Next story: Green builder's house of straw blazes a trail in a rainy
climate

Story tags: nedc | ODOT | oregon | rain runoff | stormwater

OREGON ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS
Going green, green living, eco friendly tips and articles

Sign in to OregonLive.com »

Not a member? Register Now »

Site Search Search Local Business Listings

 

Home Opinion Sports Entertainment Living Interact Jobs Autos Real Estate Classifieds Shop Place An Ad

Search by keyword, town name, Web ID and more...

News

News Business Education Environment Metro Obits Photos Politics Special Coverage US & World Weather more News



DIG IN WITH KYM

Dig In 

• "GardenTime"
moves to KOIN,
follows "Fusion"
5:18 p.m. PT

• Tree of heaven is
a devil, not an
angel 12:45 p.m.
PT

• Garden tour
benefits Portland
Reading
Foundation 11:01
a.m. PT

• New-plant alert!
10:26 a.m. PT

• Sculptor DJ
Garrity
demonstrates his
art at Hughes
Water Gardens
5:36 p.m. PT

HOMES &
GARDENS »

Oregon environmental headlines
• Green builder's house of straw blazes a

trail in a rainy climate 6:15 p.m. PT

• Top Environment News 9:25 a.m. PT

• Oregon City homes to provide affordable,
Earth-friendly options 5:46 p.m. PT

More: Oregon Environmental News »

Got something to say? »

Join the conversation with our new

community tools!

Learn more | Read FAQs | Contact us

Existing user? Sign in to view & edit profile
New user? Register now for free in seconds!



Site Search Search Local Business Listings

 

Site Map | Advertise | Contact us

 Make us your home page

Your Photos
Your Videos
Blogs
Forums
Travel
Music

Post a job
Post a free classified ad
Sell your car
Sell/rent your home
Apartments & rentals
Claim your Business Listing

for free

Obits / Death Notices
Business News
Environmental News
Contests
Dining
Movies

 | 

 |  |  |  |  |  |  |
 |  |  |  |  | 

 

© 2009 Oregon Live LLC. All Rights Reserved. Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement. Please read our Privacy Policy.
Community Rules apply to all content you upload or otherwise submit to this site. Contact interactivity management.

Search by keyword, town name, Web ID and more...

Home News Weather Sports Entertainment Living Interact
Jobs Autos Real Estate Classifieds Shopping Place an Ad

Subscribe to our content (RSS)

News alerts Sports alerts

Twitter feed

OregonLive.com Multimedia

Learn about our mobile site

The Oregonian - The Oregonian Business Center | Hillsboro Argus


