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Dear Interested Citizen,

The Mt. Hood National Forest (Forest) is interested in receiving further public input on the scope
of issues to address in the environmental impact statement (EIS) it plans to prepare for the
congressionally directed and conditioned Government Camp-Cooper Spur Land Exchange
between the Forest and Mt. Hood Meadows Oregon, LLC. In October and November of 2010,
the Forest originally requested the type of public input it is seeking now on the land exchange.
All input previously submiited will be considered in the Forest's analysis of which issues are
significant and warrant explicit consideration in the EIS, but because there has been a lapse in
time since we issued that first scoping notice for the Jand exchange, we are offering another
opportunity to provide such input. For your scoping input to be most helpful, please respond by
March 17, 2016.

Background and Location Description _

This land exchange is directed by the Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009, which
also includes a series of conditions and legal requirements the Forest must ensure are satisfied
prior to executing the exchange. More specifically, the Omnibus Act directs the Forest Service
to convey National Forest System (NFS) lands in Government Camp to Mt. Hood Meadows if
Mt. Hood Meadows offers to convey to the United States certain specified private lands at
Cooper Spur, and any buildings, furniture, fixtures, and equipment at the Inn at Cooper Spur and
the Cooper Spur Ski Area (Section 1206(a)), subject to several mandatory conditions and
compliance with all of the agency’s legal obligations applicable to implementing such an
exchange. For example, the Omnibus Act requires that the exchange be carried out subject to
Section 206 of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA), which may result in
some level of discretion on the final mix of lands exchanged, depending on the outcome of the
appraisal that will need to be conducted on the lands subject to the exchange.

The exchange lands are located on the Zigzag Ranger District and the Hood River Ranger
District. An electronic map depicting the exchange lands are available on the Internet at:
http:/fs.usda.gov/goto/mthood/projects. The Federal land proposed for conveyance is located to
the north of Government Camp Loop Road in Government Camp, Oregon, in T3S, R8E, sections
13 and 24, and T3S, R8.5E, section 14 in Clackamas County. The land owned by Mt. Hood
Meadows that is proposed for acquisition is located approximately one-half mile to the west of
Highway 35 in the vicinity of Cooper Spur Ski Area in T25, R10E, sections 6 & 7, T1S, R10E,
sections 30 & 31, and T1S, RIE, Section 36 in Hood River County.

Purpose of and Need for Action

The overall purpose of the proposed action to be analyzed in the EIS is to comply with the
congressional direction and conditions in the Omnibus Public Land Management Act of March
30, 2009 (123 Stat. 991, P.L. 111-11). As such, there is an underlying need to exchange lands
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between the Forest and Mt. Hood Meadows Oregon, LLC, as directed by the Omnibus Act,
which provides direction for and prescribes preconditions to the implementation and execution of

this land exchange.

Proposed Action

In general terms, the proposed action includes the conveyance of two parcels totaling
approximately 110 acres of NFS lands currently within the Forest that are adjacent to
Government Camp in exchange for the acquisition of approximately 765 acres of land owned by
Mt. Hood Meadows Oregon, LLC.

Lands to be Conveved

The NFS lands comprise two separate parcels reserved from the public domain and reacquired
land with reserved public domain status totaling approximately 110 acres located adjacent to
Government Camp. The NFS lands to be exchanged are timbered, mostly undeveloped, parcels
of land. The tracts are physically separated by a 40-acre aliquot part that is privately owned. The
parcels are located on the gentle southwest facing slope of Mt. Hood at the north end of
Government Camp. Elevations range from about 3,760 to 4,120 feet. The Federal parcels have
been withdrawn from mineral entry through the Bureau of Land Management’s segregation
process.

Once the Federal parcels are conveyed, the land would be available for development subject to
the requirements in the Government Camp Village Revitalization Plan and the Clackamas
County Comprehensive Land Use Plan. The Clackamas County Comprehensive Land Use Plan
states that development of parcels in Government Camp formerly owned by the Forest Service
must comply with the provisions of the county plan, which includes visual resource policies,
such as limiting building height to seventy feet and integrating development with the natural
environment. County land use policy in “distinctive resource areas,” such as Government Camp,
also directs the landowner to minimize adverse effects to vegetation, fisheries, and wildlife.

Easements

The Omnibus Act also prescribes as a mandatory condition to the land exchange that the Forest
Service reserve wetland and trail easements on the Federal parcels to be exchanged (Section
1206(a)(2)(G)). More specifically, the Omnibus Act requires the Forest Service to reserve a
conservation easement on the Federal land to protect existing wetland, as identified by the
Oregon Department of State Lands, that allows equivalent wetland mitigation measures to
compensate for minor wetland encroachments necessary for the orderly development of that land
following the exchange. The Omnibus Act also requires the Forest Service to reserve a trail
easement on the Federal land that allows non-motorized use by the public of existing trails;
roads, utilities, and infrastructure facilities to cross the trails; and improvement or relocation of
the trails to accommodate development of the Federal land. Forest Service Trails 755, 755A, and
755B cross the Federal parcels and are included in the easement.

Section 13

For the most part, the westerly parcel in Section 13 lies north of Government Camp Loop Road
and is accessed from a street on the east end. A creek traverses from northeast to southwest at the
southeast corner of the property. The area around the creek is predominately wetlands. There are




two parallel cuts through the timber for the Skyway Trail, a former gondola tram that ran from
Thunderhead Condominiums to Timberline Lodge. A transmission line also cuts through the
timber from the southwest to the northeast. Wally’s Trail leads from the southern terminus of the
Skyway Trail to the northwest corner of the parcel. The Forest has issued numerous special-use
permits for a water storage tank and water lines, transmission lines, trails, and a telephone line.
These permits would be converted into easements at the conclusion of the exchange. Mt. Hood
Meadows has negotiated long-term leases to allow the Mt. Hood Ski Patrol Building and the
Hoodland Fire District #74 Fire Station to remain in use on these lands.

Section 14

The easterly parcel in Section 14 lies at the north end of Government Camp with subdivision
development to the south and west and with a Summit Ski Area run to the east. Access is
provided by East Lige Lane that lies on the southern border of the parcel. The Crosstown Trail
enters the property at the southeast corner and exits at the midpoint of the northern border. The
Forest has issued special-use permits for a water tank and water lines, electric and power lines.
These permits would be converted to easements upon execution of the exchange. Although no
water rights would be conveyed or reserved, the status report states there are three water rights
issued to private parties with at least one associated with this parcel.

Lands to be Acquired

The Omnibus Act identifies approximately 765 acres located in Hood River County as the non-
Federal estate. Approximately 514 acres are located outside the current NFS administrative
boundary. The non-Federal estate is comprised of three diverse property types situated in the
vicinity of the Cooper Spur Ski Area on the northeast flank of Mt. Hood. The three types are:
the structures and personal property at the Cooper Ski Area, land and all development at the
Cooper Spur Mountain Resort, and mostly vacant forest land.

Cooper Spur Ski Area

The Cooper Spur Ski Area is located at a base elevation of 4,000 feet and summit elevation of
4,350 feet — providing 350 feet of vertical drop. Although 1,430 acres of National Forest are
under permit, the effective developed and skiable area is about 50 to 60 acres. The lift system is
comprised of one double chair, one rope tow and two tube tows. There are 10 runs with 40
percent rated easiest, 40 percent rated more difficult, and 20 percent rated most difficult.

As the underlying land at the ski area is already federally owned and administered, only the
following described infrastructure, besides the aforementioned lifts, is considered in the estate to
be conveyed: a day lodge, A-frame cabin, first-aid station, four multi-purpose buildings,
instructor’s hut, and pump house. The day lodge is the primary building with kitchen and dining
‘area on the main floor, additional seating area in a loft, and lift ticket/equipment rental in the
lower daylight level. Restrooms are housed in one of the multi-purpose buildings. In addition,
there is a private well water system, irrigation system, and septic system.

Cooper Spur Mountain Resort

The Cooper Spur Mountain Resort is located about two miles east of the Cooper Spur Ski Area
at the intersection of Cooper Spur and Cloud Cap roads. The resort site consists of 11 different
structures. The registration desk portion of the restaurant building and the Homestead Cabin




were built in 1942. The restaurant addition and all other structures were added in 1985-1986.
Also, there are five log cabins of 1,200 square feet, each with a kitchen area, living room and
tireplace, two bedrooms and one bath on the main floor. The resort also includes spas, storage,
tennis court, equipment storage and shop, and a single-family residence.

In addition to the cabins and restaurant, there are several septic tanks that lead to a single leach
field northeast of the improvements. A well with well house and another small building are
located on Tax Lot 401. Another recently installed well is located on Tax Lot 102.

Vacant Forest Land

The remaining property contains a mixture of pre-merchantable plantations covering about 60
percent of the area with the balance in second-growth timber stands. The plantations range from
approximately 10 to over 25 years old -- composed of mixed species including both planted and
naturally regenerated Douglas-fir, ponderosa pine, white fir, western hemlock, western white
pine and lodgepole pine. Timber stands contain merchantable trees dominated by Douglas-fir
and white fir mixed with trace amounts of western red cedar, western white pine and western

hemlock.

Connected Actions

The Omnibus Act also provides that, upon completion of the land exchange, additional lands
would be considered part of the Mt. Hood Wilderness and that the Crystal Springs Watershed
Special Resource Management Unit would be created. Section 1202(2)(c) directs that
approximately 1,710 acres depicted on the Mount Hood Wilderness Tilly Jane map shall be
incorporated in, and considered to be a part of, the Mount Hood Wilderness, as designated under
the Wilderness Act (16 U.S.C.1132(a)). The Omnibus Act states that the purposes of the Crystal
Springs Watershed Special Resource Management Unit are to ensure the protection of the quality
and quantity of the Crystal Springs watershed as a clean drinking water source for the residents
of Hood River County, Oregon; and, to allow visitors to enjoy the special scenic, natural,
cultural, and wildlife values of the Crystal Springs watershed (Section 1205(a)).

Forest Plan Land Use Allocations and Amendment

The Mt. Hood National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan (Forest Plan), as amended
by the Northwest Forest Plan, sets forth priorities for the disposal and acquisition of NFS lands
- with the emphasis on optimizing land ownership patterns within the Forest.

Mt. Hood Forest Plan

Under the Forest Plan, the land use allocation (LUA) of the NFS lands to be conveyed is A11-
Winter Recreation Areas. The goal for these lands is to provide for high-quality winter recreation
(and associated summer) opportunities, including: downhill skiing, Nordic skiing,
snowmobiling, and snowplay within a natural appearing forest environment (Forest Plan, page 4-
190). This allocation provides for the development, administration, occupancy, and use of
developed recreation sites and facilities so long as it is consistent with management area
direction (Forest Plan, page 4-192). The direction given for A11 lands includes specifications on
visual resource management and recreation.

The Forest Plan does not specifically address the non-Federal acres to be acquired. Acquired
lands typically take on the LUA of NFS lands that are adjacent to them. Specifically, a Forest




Service regulation provides that: “Lands acquired by exchange that are located within areas
having an administrative designation established through the land management planning process
shall automatically become part of the area within which they are located, without further action
by the Forest Service” (36 CFR 254.3(f)). In this case, the adjacent lands are B2-Scenic
Viewshed. The goal for these lands is to provide attractive, visually appealing forest scenery with
a wide variety of natural appearing landscape features; and, to utilize vegetation management
activities to create and maintain a long-term desired landscape character (Forest Plan, page 4-
218). The type of management direction prescribed by the Congress in the Omnibus Act,
however, is different from the management direction applicable to B2 lands.

As such, a Forest Plan amendment is required to assign land use allocations to the acquired
lands, change the land use allocations for the new Tilly Jane Wilderness Addition and Crystal
Springs Watershed Special Resource Management Unit, and add standards and guidelines for the
Crystal Springs Watershed Special Resource Management Unit, all as propos‘ed below.

e The Cooper Spur Ski Area and Mountain Resort areas would become A11-Winter
Recreation Areas upon execution of the land exchange. The goal for these lands is to
provide for high-quality winter recreation (and associated summer) opportunities,
including: downhill skiing, Nordic skiing, snowmobiling, and snowplay within a natural
appearing forest environment (Forest Plan, page 4-190). All of the standards and
guidelines found on pages 4-192 to 4-195 would apply to these lands.

e Crystal Springs Watershed Special Resource Management Unit would become B6-
Special Emphasis Watershed upon execution of the land exchange. The goal for these
lands is to maintain or improve watershed, riparian, and aquatic habitat conditions and
water quality for municipal uses and/or long-term fish production. A secondary goal is to
maintain a healthy forest condition through a variety of timber management practices
(Forest Plan, page 4-246).

The following standards and guidelines are proposed to be amended in order to fully
comply with the management direction for the Crystal Springs Watershed Special
Resource Management Unit pursuant to the Omnibus Act, as specified in the table below.
The bolded text would be added to the standards and guidelines, and strikethrough-text
would be removed. All other standards and guidelines found on pages 4-248 to 4-252 of
the Forest Plan would apply, as long as they are consistent with the designated purposes
of the Crystal Springs Watershed Special Resource Management Unit (see the Proposed
Action, Connected Actions section above). This proposed amendment to the management
direction for B6 lands would only apply to the lands within the Crystal Springs
Watershed Special Resource Management Unit.

Roads and associated fa0111tiés“,"i.1id-1‘1:i-if1g-new road coné-f.rii‘ctlon and
renovation of existing non-System roads, shall only sheuld be
permitied to protect public health and safely—whenconsistent-with

protection-ofwatershed-values;-specifically-thresholdsof concern.

B6-030




Amended Tex
Regulated timber harvest sheuld shall not occur, other than activities
relating to the harvest of merchantable products that are
byproducts of activities conducted to further the designated
B6-018 & B6-019 | purposes of the Crystal Springs Watershed Special Resource
Management Unit. Schedahingatimber-harvestactivibes~hall-be
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B6-027 Timber salvage activities are prohibited may-oeeur:
New minerals exploration and development are prohibited may

B6-029
BEEHE.

Activities involving pesticides application in municipal or domestic
watershed shall not occur, except to further the designated
purpeses of the Crystal Springs Watershed Special Resource
Management Unit. If the application of pesticides does occur, it
shall be coordinated with the associated municipalities, groups or
individuals.

B6-042

Although regulated timber harvest would not be permitted under these proposed
amendments to Forest Plan direction for the Management Unit, certain types of fuels
reduction and forest health management treatments would be allowed, in the words of the
Omnibus Act, “to protect the water quality, water quantity, and scenic, cultural, natural,
and wildlife values of the Management Unit,” as more specifically described in Section
1205(a)(4)(B) of the Omnibus Act. Also, various activities, including the placement of
new fuel storage tanks, are prohibited in the Management Unit, as provided in Section
1205 of the Omnibus Act.

The secondary land use allocation would remain A4-Special Interest Area in the Cloud
Cap-Tilly Jane Historic Area. The goal of this land use allocation is to protect and, where
appropriate, foster public recreational use and enjoyment of important historic, cultural,
and natural aspects of our national heritage. Preserve and provide interpretation of unique
geological, biological, and cultural areas for education, scientific, and public enjoyment
purposes (Forest Plan, page 4-151). Where this secondary land use allocation has more
stringent standards and guidelines than the primary land use allocation (B6-Special
Emphasis Watershed), the secondary land use allocation standards and guidelines would
be followed (Forest Plan, pages 4-153 to 4-156).

The remainder of the lands to be acquired outside the Cooper Spur Ski Area and
Mountain Resort and Crystal Springs Watershed Special Resource Management Unit
would become B2-Scenic Viewshed upon execution of the land exchange. The goal for
these lands is to provide attractive, visually appealing forest scenery with a wide variety
of natural appearing landscape features; and, to utilize vegetation management activities
to create and maintain a long-term desired landscape character (Forest Plan, page 4-218).
These lands would fall into the Hood River Valley designated viewshed. The visual
quality objective (VQQO) for the foreground would be retention and the VQO for the




middle ground and background would be partial retention. All of the standards and
guidelines found on pages 4-221 to 4-228 would apply to these lands.

e Tilly Jane Wilderness Addition would become A2-Wilderness lands upon execution of
the land exchange. The goal of these lands is to promote, perpetuate and preserve the
wilderness character of the land; protect watersheds and wildlife habitat; preserve scenic
and historic resources; and promote scientific research, primitive recreation, solitude,
physical and mental challenge, and inspiration (Forest Plan, page 4-136). All of the
standards and guidelines found on pages 4-138 to 4-144 would apply to these lands.

Northwest Forest Plan

Under the Northwest Forest Plan, the Federal lands to be conveyed are designated as Riparian
Reserves, Late-Successional Reserve (LSR), and/or Administratively Withdrawn lands. Riparian
reserves generally include areas along rivers, streams, wetlands, ponds, lakes, and unstable or
potentially unstable areas where the conservation of aquatic and riparian-dependent terrestrial
resources receives primary emphasis. An overarching goal of Riparian Reserves is to protect the
health of the aquatic system and its dependent species. LSRs were identified with the objective
of protecting and enhancing conditions of late-successional and old-growth forest ecosystems,
which serve as habitat for late-successional and old-growth forest-related species, including the
northern spotted owl. Administratively Withdrawn lands are areas where management emphasis
precludes scheduled timber harvest.

The non-Federal lands to be acquired by the Forest Service upon execution of the land exchange
would be designated as Congressional Reserved Areas, Administratively Withdrawn, Matrix,
and/or Riparian Reserves. The Tilly Jane Wildemess would become a Congressional Reserved
Area. Both the A11-Winter Recreation Areas and Crystal Springs Watershed Special Resource
Management Unit would become Administratively Withdrawn. Riparian Reserves would be
designated along the streams, creeks, and wetlands within the acquired lands, per the direction in
the Northwest Forest Plan. All remaining acquired lands would become Matrix, which is the land
use allocation of the adjacent lands. Matrix consists of those federal lands outside the six
categories of designated areas (Congressionally Reserved Areas, Late-Successional Reserves,
Adaptive Management Areas, Managed Late-Successional Areas, Administratively Withdrawn
Areas, and Riparian Reserves). Most timber harvest and other silvicultural activities would be
conducted in that pertion of the Matrix with suitable forest lands, according to standards and

guidelines.

Timeline
The draft environmental impact statement is expected to be available for public comment by
November 2016.

Scoping

The Forest is now seeking input from individuals, organizations, local and state governments,
and other federal agencies that may be interested in or affected by the proposed action in regard
to the scope and nature of issues to be addressed in the EIS. More specifically, scoping
comments may pertain to the nature and scope of the environmental, social, and economic issues
associated with the proposed action, and may suggest measures that could be taken to minimize




adverse environmental effects, including any proposed reasonable alternatives (that are otherwise
consistent with the direction and conditions prescribed in the Omnibus Act). Comments will help
the Forest Service prepare a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). Individuals and
entities who have submitted specific written comments during scoping will be eligible to file an
objection as defined in 36 CFR Part 218.

Comments received in response to this scoping notice, including names and addresses of those
who comment, will be considered part of the public record for this project and will be available
for public inspection and will be released in requested under the Freedom of Information Act.

The Forest is now providing a 30-day scoping period, commencing on the date that legal notice
is published in the Federal Register, approximately on February 16, 2016. Written scoping
comments to be considered in preparation of the DEIS should be submitted by March 17, 2016.
lease send your written comments to: Michelle Lombardo, Forest Environmental Coordinator,
16400 Champion Way, Sandy, Oregon 97055; FAX: (503) 668-1423. You may also hand-deliver
your comments to the above address during normal business hours from 7:30-11:30am and
12:30-4:30pm, Monday through Friday, excluding federal holidays. Electronic comments may be
submitted to comments-pacificnorthwest-mthood @fs.fed.us in a format such as an e-mail
message, plain text (.txt), rich text format (.rtf), or Word (.doc). All those who comment will
remain on our mailing list and receive future updates on this proposal. If you are not providing
comments at this time, but would like to remain on the mailing list, please notify us.
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An electronic map showing an overview of the project location is available on the Internet at:
http://fs.usda.gov/goto/mthood/projects. If you have any questions concerning this proposal,
please contact Michelle LLombardo (Forest Environmental Coordinator) at (503) 668-1796 or
mlombardo@fs.fed.us.

Sincerely,

tt

LISA A. NORTHROP
Forest Supervisor
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